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esting magazine article might be put together from the notices of Cartwright and other reformers actually contained in his papers. But the article gets no further than 1688, and consists of a pointless series of facts from original sources, put together in a style, compared with which that of Stubbs' " Constitutional History " is airy and journalistic. The promised second instalment of the " History of Parliaments" did not appear, and Place never again succeeded in getting into print anything longer than a pamphlet or a newspaper article. Jeffrey, editor of the Edinburgh, wrote to Place in February 1827, that he was willing to take an article from him. " I think your article will be improved by avoiding those asperities of style in which you sometimes indulge, and which are the great blemish of the Westminster"l But the proposal does not seem to have led to anything. Again when the two Mills seceded from the Westminster Review in 1829, Bentham wrote to Bowring, "get Place to set matters right; he is the best man in the world." 2 Perhaps if Place had submitted patiently to the cutting and slashing of a magazine editor, he might have avoided some of those literary faults which henceforward, writing as he was without criticism or direction, steadily increased upon him. He probably could never have acquired certain habits of mind necessary for great literary success. He was absolutely wanting in humour. Writing in 1836 to Mrs. Grote, he mentions Walter Scott, and says, " I never could read even half of any one of his novels. I tasked myself to it; I tried several times at different stories; I never could succeed; I became wearied, and grew angry as often as I made the attempt."3 And when describing his boyhood, he says, " I read Bunyan's 'Pilgrim's Progress,' and parts of equally
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